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Sylvia Wagner / Burkhard Wiebel, 
„Verschickungskinder“ – Einsatz sedierender Arzneimittel 
und Arzneimittelprüfungen. Ein Forschungsansatz

Until the 1990s, the “dispatching” of children to convalescent homes
and sanatoriums was a mass phenomenon in the FRG. It is probable
that several million people were affected. Numerous reports by those
affected feature accounts of degrading treatment, violence and medical
“immobilization.” Until recently, hardly anything was known about this
in public. Historical research on this topic has only just begun. Doctors
of the time demanded a multi-week stay at a health resort for every
child living in a large city. Children with specific diseases such as tuber-
culosis or asthma were “dispatched” for a longer period of time.
Children suffering from homesickness were given psychotropic drugs
for sedation. Children with physical illnesses were not only treated with
appropriate drugs, but drugs were also tested on them under certain
circumstances. Some children died during these tests. For one trial,
there is evidence that the parents had not given their consent. There
are some parallels to drug trials on children in care homes in the FRG.
The article  provides an overview of what we know today and raises
some questions about the economic and (health) policy background of
this mass phenomenon.

Simon Schaupp, Jenseits der Austeritätsökologie. 
Einführung in eine Umweltpolitik von unten

Eco-politics takes place in a context of drastic social inequality. For the
most part, the sustainability discourse systematically ignores this social
inequality, though it cannot escape it. On the contrary, sustainability has
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become an important component of current inequality relations: On
the cultural level, sustainable lifestyles essentially fulfill the function of
social capital for the middle class. On the political level, sustainability
becomes the justification for new austerity policies that seek to save
the environment simply by excluding poorer strata from access to it.
Against this backdrop, the article sketches the alternative of an “eco-
politics from below,” consisting of three central elements that aim to
combine workers' interests with an adequate response to the ecological
crisis: first, a stark reduction in working hours (a short-term demand);
second, economic democracy (a long-term demand); third, the political
strike (as a powerful means to achieve those goals).

Herbert Obenland, Das Dieselauto. Eine Geschichte von 
Illusion und Betrug

In May 2020, the German Federal Court found Volkswagen guilty of
fraud. Over many years, the car producer had manipulated diesel en-
gines so they would pass emissions tests. Under real-life conditions,
however, the NOx emissions of these cars far surpassed the legal limit.
And yet these diesel engines are still in use in Germany. In the USA,
Volkswagen has had to buy back hundreds of thousands of cars. The
article describes the history of the diesel car as one of illusion and de-
ception – particularly with regard to the diesel car’s ecological impact.
From the mid-1970s onward, German car producers repeatedly tried to
conquer the American market. From the 1990s onward, they succeeded,
in Germany, in presenting their new TDI diesel engines as clean and
economical. In the USA, Volkswagen’s 2007 “clean diesel”  campaign
was only moderately successful. The complacency of Germany’s Trans-
port Ministry and the Federal Office for Motor Vehicles can help ex-
plain why no effective measures for emissions reduction have been
implemented to this day.
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Thomas Gehrig, Das Sozialistische Büro und die Wiederkehr
der Organisationsdebatte

The question of organization is always virulent, especially within the
left. Grassroots organization vs. party is a key dichotomy here. This
question was approached theoretically and practically in the Sozialis-
tisches Büro (SB). The SB's approach to the field of work is illustrative
of this. On the occasion of the publication of Carsten Prien’s book
Rätepartei, the author presents Prien’s criticism of the SB and discusses
the idea of self-determination and organization in light of the history of
the SB.

Michael Becker / Gottfried Oy / Christoph Schneider, Die 
Welle als Muster. Sechs Thesen zur anhaltenden Bedeutung 
der “antisemitischen Schmierwelle” 1959/60

On Christmas  eve  of  1959,  the  newly consecrated synagogue  of
Cologne was daubed with antisemitic slogans and swastikas. While
this act was strongly denounced throughout the political spectrum, it
triggered a wave of anti-Semitic incidents in Germany and beyond
during the beginning of the following year.  The article argues that
the sociopolitical discussions  on anti-Semitism  conducted  60 years
ago established patterns of debate that still shape present discussions.
Fundamental contradictions of post-fascist society become visible
within these patterns of debate. We outline six aspects: the contradic-
tion between the legacy of National Socialism on the one hand and
the acknowledgment of Jewish life within Germany on the other; the
authoritarian handling of expressions of anti-Semitism; the inferioriza-
tion of the perpetrators; the pedagogization of societal contradictions;
the dethematization of anti-Semitism; and protest against anti-Semitism
as a medium for the critique of society.
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John Holloway, Eine Kaskade des Zorns. Meine COVID-19-
Fantasie

The pandemic gives rise to a cascade of angers. The pain of illness and
bereavement, of economic suffering, of hunger, of being enclosed and
separated from our friends, combine with a realisation that both the
pandemic and the consequent suffering are a result of capitalism, the
ridiculous social organisation within which we live. We pour out onto
the streets and create different worlds, different ways of living. That is
my fantasy.
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