
Abstracts

Sergio Bologna, Der „lange Herbst“: Die italienischen 
Arbeitskämpfe der 1970er Jahre

In Italy, the 1970s were characterized by extended strikes and protests
that spread from large factories to the service sector (transportation,
healthcare, public administration). Contrary to the widespread view that
these labor protests were the antechamber of terrorism—a view ex-
pressed, for example, in the entry for “hot autumn” (autunno caldo) on
the Italian Wikipedia website—, the article shows that they in fact rep-
resented a lengthy process of emancipation on the part of the workers.
Italian workers demonstrated political maturity and were able to free
themselves of working conditions that were unworthy of a civilized
country.

Janina Puder, Entwicklung, Arbeitsmarktsegregation und 
Klassenstruktur in Malaysia: Eine politische Ökonomie 
der Arbeitsmigration

Since the early 20th century, Malaysia has relied on the “import” of
foreign labor, which led to the gradual institutionalization of a state
regulated labor migration regime at the beginning of the 1970s. The
article illustrates the historical emergence of the labor migration regime
in the context of Malaysia’s capitalist development and growth dynamic.
It is argued that the labor migration regime promoted the formation of
a precarious, low-skilled class fraction of labor migrants, functioning
as a reserve army for the Malaysian economy.
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Sebastian Muy, Verwertung ≤ Entrechtung. Ein Blick auf 
die Debatte um Migration und Arbeit in Sozial.Geschichte 

Online nach dem „Migrationspaket“ vom 7. Juni 2019

This article begins by presenting the “migration act” adopted by the
German federal government in June 2019. The act entails far-reaching
changes in German residence and asylum law. Subsequently, some as-
pects of the debate on migration and work in Sozial.Geschichte Online
are discussed. This is followed by a final section on how the legal
changes are to be classified and assessed with regard to the relationship
between migration and work. It is argued that the legal changes are
characterized by neoliberal, exploitation-oriented strategies on the one
hand, and by repressive, nationalist strategies on the other. It is further
argued that the changes will likely aggravate the repression exercised
against rejected asylum seekers.

Peter Birke, Ein Jahr Gelbwesten: Anmerkungen zu Samuel 
Hayats „Die moralische Ökonomie und die Macht“

The “Gilets Jaunes” revolt has mobilized large parts of the politically
disenfranchised and dispossessed classes. Tens of thousands of people
have participated in the movement’s nationwide demonstrations, which
have now been going on for well over a year, since December 2018. In
“Moral Economy and Power,” Samuel Hayat attempts to assess the
significance of E. P. Thompson’s notion of “moral economy” for the re-
volt. According to Hayat, the revolt is characterized by the invocation
of an exclusive community and by the abandonment of an established
social pact between rulers and ruled by the rulers. Critical queries must
be made as to whether this pact really existed. It could be argued that,
given the current state of democracy, the movement raises new ques-
tions allowing us to explore the notion of an alternative society.
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Samuel Hayat, Die moralische Ökonomie und die Macht

Informed by historical interpretative models pertinent to 18th century
rural revolts in Britain, Samuel Hayat’s contribution “Moral Economy
and Power” offers a fresh and insightful take on the French Gilets
Jaunes movement active in France since December 2018. Arguing
against interpretations of the revolt as being spontaneous, he takes re-
course to E. P. Thompson’s notion of a “moral economy” and identifies
the 42 demands formulated by the movement as central tenets facili-
tating its ideological cohesion as a community of the dispossessed
classes. By completely revoking the existing pact with the ruled, the
rulers displayed their contempt and lack of understanding of the ruled’s
needs. In response to that attack, a movement characterized by an ex-
clusionary conception of community—regarding its aim to limit and
control unfettered migration—has sprung up, questioning the old order
and its forms of representation. This may only be the beginning of a
new story, if we remember the Anzin colliers’ turn to anarcho-syndi-
calism in the 19th century, following unsuccessful “moral economy” re-
volts in the mining communities in the North of France.

Continuous Rebellion in Hong Kong. An Interview with 
Au Loong Yu (Peter Birke / Lars Stubbe)

Au Loong Yu gives a detailed account of the development of the Hong
Kong rebellion while focusing on the role of the different protestors’
camps, as well as on the contribution of the labour movement to the
mobilizations. Despite Hong Kong society’s deeply entrenched con-
servatism and belief in the market, the massive demonstrations have
facilitated the participation of large sections of the population hitherto
relegated to the political margins. The recent Hong Kong elections saw
the opposition win a landslide victory, possibly showing the limits of
China’s grip over the island.
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