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Susanne Beer, „Noch ist es Zeit der Verwirrung entgegenzutreten …“. 
Die Abwehr des Antisemitismus im Kaiserreich und der Weimarer 
Republik

Since the granting of equal legal rights to the Jews in 1871, Germany 
was the scene of repeated antisemitic campaigns aimed at counter-
acting this development. Until the mid-1920s, there was widespread 
public protest against these campaigns, with above all liberal, Social 
Democratic,  and Jewish organizations—the  Association for Defense  
against Antisemitism, the Reichsbanner Schwarz-Rot-Gold, the Central 
Association of German Citizens of the Jewish Faith, and both the Social 
Democratic Party and the Independent Social Democratic Party of Ger-
many—playing an important role. In the second half of the 1920s, 
this protest abated. The failure of resistance to antisemitic  agitation 
in this period was tied to a general decline of liberal forces in Ger-
many, but also to an underestimation of the danger posed by the 
antisemitic parties and the lack of a new strategy in the face of so-
called “Radau”  antisemitism,  with its  violent  penchant.  Seemingly 
moderate antisemitic  positions,  advocating not  violence but  rather 
professional discrimination, now increasingly gained ground. In this 
framework, the  National Socialist German Workers’ Party adopted a 
legalistic course, proposing legal measures for Jewish segregation. When 
these measures were enacted in the 1930s, they were largely accepted 
without comment by the non-Jewish German populace. Those inter-
vening in favor of persecuted German Jews in the following years 
hardly had any supporting structures and acted largely alone.

Ahlrich Meyer / Insa Meinen, Jüdische Immigranten 
in der belgischen Ökonomie (1918 bis 1942). Erster Teil

The “Aryanization” of the Belgian economy ordered by the German 
occupants aimed at the liquidation of virtually all small and medium-
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sized businesses owned by Jews. Most of these business owners had 
immigrated to Belgium from Eastern Europe. The articles deals with 
the genesis of this immigrant economy, presenting new findings on 
Jewish immigration to Belgium and examining the structure of Jew-
ish businesses, as well as their distribution in Antwerp and Brussels. 
Statistically processed mass data serve as the basis for this, though 
individual case histories are also presented. The businesses of Jewish 
immigrants were mostly small family businesses and of an artisanal 
or proto-industrial  nature,  specializing on a few branches of  trade 
and unable to secure for their  owners  more than a  precarious  ex-
istence. The article, which is being published in two parts, concludes 
with  quotations  from  petitions  business  owners  addressed  to  the 
German military administration in an effort to ward off the elimin-
ation of their livelihoods.

Andreas Peglau, Vom Nicht-Veralten des „autoritären Charakters“. 
Wilhelm Reich, Erich Fromm und die Rechtsextremismusforschung

The article  begins  by acknowledging the pioneering achievements, 
with regard to the study of right-wing extremism, of the psycho-
analysts and social scientists Wilhelm Reich (1897–1957) and Erich 
Fromm (1900–1980). These achievements, largely unknown or ignor-
ed today, are related to their historical context. The main section of 
the article then engages with the hypothesis that the authoritarian 
character is “becoming obsolete.” This hypothesis, derived from the 
findings  of  the  Leipzig  University  studies  on  Germany’s  political 
“center,” is being defended today by the sociologist and social psycho-
logist Oliver Decker. The article demonstrates that the arguments in 
favor of  such obsolescence are questionable,  and that  it  would be 
dangerous to underestimate the significant influence still exerted by 
these  massively  evident  character  structures,  which  are  constantly 
being reproduced by alienated socialization and the capitalist social 
system.
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Karl Heinz Roth, Wohin der Zeitgeist weht: Eine 
Auseinandersetzung mit dem Griechenlandhistoriker 
Heinz A. Richter. Zweiter Teil

This essay is a critical discussion of the German revisionist historian 
Heinz  A.  Richter. Richter  is  a  very productive  writer  on  modern 
Greece, but has never, until recently, exerted substantial influence on 
the historiography of German-Greek relations during the 20th cen-
tury, and more particularly on the historiography of the occupation 
of Greece in 1941–1944. This has changed in recent years, as Richter 
has begun to justify, from a historical viewpoint, the German govern-
ment’s harsh austerity policies towards Greece. The essay presents a 
critical review of the methodological deficits, ideological fictions and 
alarming prejudices in Richter’s writing, especially with regard to his 
attempt to rehabilitate the collaboration between the German occu-
pants and the Nazi faction of the Greek establishment during World 
War II. Part 1 of the polemic has been published in Sozial.Geschichte  
Online, 21 (2017).
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