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Silvia Federici: Women, Witch-Hunting and 
Enclosures in Africa Today 

This article examines the connection between the witch-hunts that 
have taken place in recent years in Africa, India and Nepal, causing 
the deaths  of  thousands of  women,  and the ongoing process  of 
economic liberalization. It argues that behind the killings there lies 
a new phase of “primitive accumulation” by which people are dis-
placed from their land and women’s labor is devalued.

Max Henninger: Zur Transformation des Urbanen. 
Forschungsbefunde und Fragen

The second half of the twentieth and the first decade of the twenty-
first century have seen an unprecedented expansion and transforma-
tion of urban space both in the global North and in the global South, 
but especially in the South. While there exists an abundant literature 
on many of the issues associated with this development, attempts to 
analyze the transformation of the urban as a worldwide phenomenon 
implicating both the North and the South have been few and far bet-
ween. The article urges a more sustained effort to produce such a 
global  analysis, and in doing so discusses issues ranging from the 
problematic character of rigid distinctions between the rural and the 
urban to the problems faced by theories of the urban informal sector. 

Peter Way: Hercules, the Hydra and Historians

This articles offers critical reflections on a number of key themes 
developed in  The Many Headed  Hydra by  Peter  Linebaugh and 
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Marcus Rediker, and in particular on the theme of “the Atlantic”. 
The authors argue for the concept of an “Atlantic world” as a ne-
cessary corrective to the restrictive models of nation states, which 
are in need of interrogating. At the same time, the Atlantic as a 
concept can delimit historical inquiry in a similar fashion to the na-
tion state. The forging together of two distinct types of concepts, 
the spatial and the historical, can sometimes lead to a certain im-
precision as to cause and effect. Talking in terms of place obscures 
the historical  process,  and this  has ramifications throughout the 
book. The article also discusses the motif of the hydra and presents 
some reflections on the recurring criticism that Linebaugh’s and 
Rediker’s portrayal of proletarian agency is overly idealized.

Tobias Mulot / Vassilis Tsianos: Igwe bu ke – 
Multitude is strength. Zur Genealogie der egalitären 
Tendenz

The history of the revolutionary Atlantic is no more than the gla-
morous surface of The Many Headed Hydra. Essentially, Linebaugh 
and Rediker teach us how the genealogy of equality developed as a 
real tendency in the history of the Atlantic proletariat. On the basis 
of the work of E. P. Thompson, the article discusses the work of 
Linebaugh / Rediker, relating it to Global Labor History as well as  
to Subaltern Studies. Liberty and equality are, we assume, no nor-
mative categories, but an experience that was lived and can be ac-
tualized.

Patrick Eiden-Offe: Historische Gegen-Bild-Produk-
tion. Zur Darstellungsweise eines nicht-identischen 
Proletariats, am Beispiel der Vielköpfigen Hydra

The article explores the historiographic methodology employed by 
Peter Linebaugh and Marcus Rediker in their  The Many-Headed  
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Hydra, with particular attention to the authors’ mode of presenta-
tion. The article focuses on the role of metaphor and allegory in 
the construction of the historic subject “Atlantic proletariat”, ar-
guing that Linebaugh and Rediker use an implicit heuristics and 
politics of metaphor to construct a historic counternarrative that 
ultimately aims at intervening in contemporary politics. The article 
also includes reflections on the role played by metaphor and al-
legory in past and present theories of class. 

Arndt Neumann: Time is on Your Side. Ein 
Kommentar zu Detlef Siegfrieds „1968“ – eine 
Kulturrevolution?

This article responds to Detlef Siegfried’s article  „1968“ eine Kul-
turrevolution?, published in issue 2 (2010) of Social History Onli-
ne. It agrees with Siegfried’s characterization of 1968 as a “cultural 
revolution“ but criticizes Siegfried’s linking of the concept of “cul-
tural revolution” to that of West Germany’s “liberalization”. The 
article argues that Siegfried’s analysis of 1968 fails to look beyond 
the West German situation and reduces the social context of the 
1960s to issues related to consumption and leisure. A case is made 
for paying more attention to the global circulation of struggles and 
to the relationship between consumption, leisure time and work. 

Gregor Kritidis: Krise als Katalysator. Zur Trans-
formation der griechischen Arbeiterbewegung

In  May  2010,  the  Greek  government  announced  unprecedented 
austerity measures including severe wage cuts and increased taxes. 
Hundreds of thousands of people across the country participated 
in a series of general strikes and protested in the streets. The article 
outlines the recent history of the protest movements, focusing on 
issues such as the growing relevance of squatting and other forms 
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of direct action, the social and political composition of the move-
ments and the role played by different trade unions actors. The art-
icle argues that the development of the new Greek protest move-
ments  cannot  be  understood  without  reference  to  the  Greek 
economic  policy  of  the  past  twenty  years,  which  was  based  on 
large-scale public investment in infrastructure, the exploitation of 
cheap migrant labor and the precarization of employment. 

Peter Birke: Herrscht hier Banko? Die aktuellen 
Proteste gegen das Unternehmen Hamburg

This article examines the current development of urban social pro-
test in Hamburg. Since the late summer of 2009, the squatting of 
houses  and  parks  and protest  against  the  privatization  of  urban 
space have laid the ground for the formation of a new oppositional 
network.  Criticism  of  the  notion  of  an  “entrepreneurial  city” 
played a crucial role in all of the movements involved. Issues such 
as the polarization of incomes and opportunities, the gentrification 
of inner-city neighborhoods and the valorization of the “creative 
class” connect the case of Hamburg to a worldwide movement clai-
ming a “right to the city”. In the summer of 2010, the effects of the 
financial and economic crisis and new austerity measures could lead 
to the social composition of Hamburg’s protest movements chan-
ging and to new aims being formulated within the oppositional net-
work.
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